

[image: image2.jpg]mc

maidstone
chambers





PUPILLAGE FACT SHEET

ABOUT CHAMBERS

Maidstone Chambers is based in the centre of Kent’s county town. Chambers originated as the annex of a prominent London set which broke away in 1994 to establish what is now the largest independent set in Kent.  Maidstone Chambers’ premises, Broughton House, has a long standing association with the legal profession. It was the 17th Century home of Andrew Broughton, Mayor of Maidstone and Clerk to the High Court of Justice, who, as one of the signatories to the death warrant of King Charles 1st, formally committed regicide. Happily, today’s occupants enjoy a more positive legal reputation.

We primarily practise in and around Kent, though some members also go to London, Sussex and Essex.  

The purpose of this fact sheet is to give you a brief outline of the pupillage opportunities at Maidstone Chambers.

How many pupillages are available and what form do they take?

Chambers is offering one twelve-month pupillage starting in October.  During the course of the twelve month pupillage a pupil will have 2 supervisors.

What are the tenancy prospects?

Pupillage is never a guarantee of tenancy.  However, Chambers does not recruit a pupil unless it is believed that there is enough work for a new tenant. Accordingly we will be looking for potential tenants during the application process.

Is the pupillage funded?

Yes. The total award is £6,000 plus the same in guaranteed earnings in the second six.  We would expect our pupils to earn considerably more than the guaranteed amount.

What about travel expenses?

We would hope that a pupil decides to relocate to Kent, though it is not a deciding factor.  It would, however, help your travel to court.  During the first six months of pupillage Chambers will provide funding for travel expenses.  Your pupil supervisor will hopefully help with travel to court, though having a car would be an advantage as travel links in Kent are poor.  A great deal of our work is at Maidstone Crown Court which is a short walk from Chambers.

What about compulsory courses?

Chambers will pay for attendance on courses and travel expenses to courses. 

What Pastoral Care do you offer?

Maidstone Chambers provides a small friendly atmosphere in which to learn.  You will get to know all members of chambers very quickly.  You will in particular form a close relationship with your pupil supervisors.  However, so that you can have an independent person to turn to, you will be appointed a mentor during your pupillage.  A mentor will not be the Tenancy and Pupillage co-ordinator or pupil supervisor and will be a junior tenant. 

What training can I expect to receive?

You will be given excellent training in line with the traditions of the Bar.  You will also be given regular assessments and appraisals to ensure that you are receiving the experience you need to practice. 

How do I apply?

Maidstone Chambers is not a member of OLPAS/Pupillage Portal. Applications must be made using Chamber’s application form.  This form can be downloaded from our website.   The application form should be completed and sent by post (not electronically) to Chambers’ address. Please enclose a STAMPED self addressed envelope with your application. Please do not send your CV.

What is the timetable?

Applications should be received by 31st July 2011. Interviews will take place in August/September and will be held on a Saturday.

What criteria do you apply when considering the applications?

Emphasis is not placed on academic ability, as it is Chambers’ view that having completed a degree course and the BVC, all applicants will have reached the required standard.  The BVC requires a minimum 2:2, accordingly chambers applies the same standard.  Chambers will look for a commitment to the law (by completing mini-pupillages for example) and also a commitment to practising law in a chambers based in Kent.  A link to Kent is usually a good indicator of this commitment though it is not the sole determining factor.  

Chambers applies the Bar Council Equality Policy and welcomes applications from mature applicants.
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